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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY  

1. In the event of congressional action leading to a ballot initiative in the District that would take 

away the civil marriage rights now enjoyed by same-sex couples, will you oppose the initiative 

and will you publicly defend civil marriage equality?  

I voted for marriage equality in DC despite some concerns by many of my constituents in Ward 
4.  Your question speaks not only to marriage equality but also to the District's ability to self 
govern and if basic civil rights should be open to referendum.   I was arrested and thrown in jail 
when a president that I supported intruded into the self government of the District.  I will not 
only advocate for but will protest and if necessary, once again, get arrested and jailed to show 
my unequivocal disagreement with congressional or presidential action that could lead to a 
ballot initiative.  I will also oppose any congressional action that would try to repeal marriage 
equality in the District. 

As we all know, the notion of a "ballot initiative" was advanced by outside ministers and NOM.  
My position is clear.  I will oppose anti-marriage or any initiatives that threaten basic civil rights. 

PUBLIC HEALTH  

2. Will you support legislation giving the directors of the Office of GLBT Affairs and the Office 

of African Affairs the authority to issue competitive grants as other minority constituent offices 

have, that will be open to organizations serving the populations within the offices' purview?  

I will support this legislation, not only because it is needed but because it gives parity to these 
two constituencies with the other outreach offices.  We know that there are several programs 
and needs in the GLBT community that need nominal funding that could have maximum 
impact.  Some of these areas include outreach to youth, sensitivity training across the many 
governments departments and more focused HIV/AIDS and other health programs. 

I will work with the Chairman of the Council, Mayor and the appropriate committee to grant 
the authority and to identify the permanent source of funding. 

 



 

3. Will you defend the District's hard-won and life-saving medical marijuana program against 

attacks or further restrictions, whether from Congress, federal officials or D.C. officials?  

Yes.  The science is clear that medical marijuana is effective in treating symptoms related to 
HIV, cancer and other diseases.  The science should be the determining factor and not politics, 
whether federal or local.  As previously stated, I oppose ANY interference by Congress or the 
federal government on DC local issues.   

Now the Council must turn to the implementation of this law.  While it is our obligation to 
ensure proper regulatory control, this should not be done in a manner that impedes medical 
marijuana getting quickly to people in need.  I will work with the Health Committee of the 
Council to balance regulation with access. 

4. Describe steps you will support to improve performance at the HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, 

and TB Administration (HAHSTA), including in HIV prevention, HIV/AIDS surveillance, and 

mental health services.  

We have stabilized HIV/AIDS surveillance.  Through HAHSTA's partnership with George 
Washington University and BRFSS, the city has useful information about the disease, 
demographics and behavior.  The agency has produced a number of reports that are used as a 
guide for programming and aligning resources.  The Appleseed Foundation has recognized our 
progress by giving the city very good grades in its most recent report.   

HIV prevention has also made progress.  HAHSTA has implemented an award winning social 
marketing and community based prevention campaign that focuses on HIV testing, condom 
education and distribution and accelerated treatment. Clearly there needs to be more intensive 
focus on transgender, Latino, youth and MSM populations. Again these programs have to be 
continued and accelerated. 

Mental health services have always been a challenge for HAHSTA and frankly all city agencies 
that provide social services.  I will work with Councilmember Catania and the Health Committee 
to ensure that HAHSTA takes a more strategic approach by increasing funding, encouraging 
greater cooperation with the Department of Mental Health and by leveraging the mental health 
expertise of community organizations. 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUDICIARY  

5. Will you press for increased oversight of the Metropolitan Police Department's gathering and 

analysis of crime statistics to ensure greater comprehensiveness and objectivity, including 

transgender-related hate crime data?  

Yes.  The past few years we have seen an alarming increase in transgender related crime.  Data 
collection and analysis is an important element in crime fighting and raising public awareness.  I 
sit on the Council's Judiciary Committee and will not only work closely with Committee Chair 



 

Mendleson, but will press MPD about crime statistics especially those focused on the 
transgender community.   

I have always been a present and an active participant during MPD oversight.  I will continue to 
ask about hate crime statistics.  Moving forward I will meet with MPD about the data collection 
of hate crimes statistics to see what can be done from the Council to ensure that they are 
comprehensive and that they include transgender-related hate crimes. 

6. Will you support funding for MPD to hire or contract qualified trainers to provide LGBT-

inclusive cultural competency training including the handling of intimate partner violence?  

Yes.  We have some of the finest police officers working for MPD.  But even they need cultural 
competency training. The LGBT community has a different crime victim profile.  As an example, 
a robbery is not a "regular robbery" if the victim was targeted because he or she were gay.  It 
takes training to understand that nuance.   

Intimate partner crime is also nuanced.  Victims are sometimes reluctant to come forward and 
law enforcement doesn't take it seriously.  High quality training will prepare MPD for its crime 
fighting duties so that they will treat the LGBT community competently, professionally and with 
respect. 

7. Will you oppose legislation to make permanent the so-called Prostitution-Free Zones (PFZs), 

which facilitate anti-transgender profiling, and will you vote to repeal the current PFZ law?  

Current law strikes the right balance.   It is a temporary declaration where there is evidence 
building of a persistence problem and notice posting.  Neighborhoods must have tools to 
address something that they find bad for their neighborhood. I do not agree with any law that 
promotes profiling and will ensure that the current law addresses the problem without 
profiling. 
 
I will oppose the permanent legislation.    
 
It is shortsighted to believe that this problem is about PFZs.  I believe that there is a much larger 
issue here - that is the need for transgender commercial sex workers to have meaningful jobs 
that can provide a living wage.  As a member of the judiciary committee, I will ensure that the 
non-discrimination laws are applied to all populations.  The DC Office of GLBT Affairs Project 
Empowerment is a critical step to engaging the transgender community and providing work-
ready skills that lead to job placement.  Not only will I advocate for its continued support and 
expansion but I will use my position as board member for WMATA (metro) to connect the 
Office of GLBT affairs to the WMATA human resources department so that they are aware of 
this program and can start to place members of the transgender community. 
 
In the end, meaningful work and non-discrimination is what commercial sex workers need.  



 

HUMAN RIGHTS  

8. Do you agree that the Director of the Office of Human Rights should be required to have 

professional training and experience in civil rights law enforcement?  

Yes.  It is important that the director have the experience that will allow him to lead the office 
and to ensure that it performs according to the law.  The experience will allow it to operate in a 
more effective and efficient manner.  

YOUTH AND SENIORS  

9. Will you oppose both federal and local voucher programs that fund students in religious 

schools that are beyond the protections of the D.C. Human Rights Act?  

No.  I have consistently been a supporter of vouchers.  They give parents educational choice.  
Fortunately, as DC schools improve, the city is reducing the need for vouchers.  I recognize that 
this is a difficult position, but I firmly believe that parents should have the tools that will enable 
them to make the best educational choices for their children.   

While I am a consistent supporter of vouchers, I am an equal and passionate advocate of non-
discrimination and tolerance.  I have challenged ministers in private and in their pulpits when 
they have espoused homophobic speech and practices and will continue to do so. 

10. Will you oppose the use of either federal or District taxpayer funds to promote "abstinence 

only until marriage" sex education that undermines safer-sex programs by excluding more 

comprehensive information?  

Yes.  Again science should drive the decision--not politics.  Study after study has shown no 
decrease in sexual activity among young people who participate in abstinence only education.  
These courses are designed to further a social conservative agenda not to help DC's youth.  
With an increase in STD's and HIV among young people, they must have comprehensive sexual 
education, especially information about condom use. 

11. Will you support legislation to ensure equal Medicaid spousal impoverishment protections 

for same-sex partners, including providing local funding to pay for benefits that are denied at the 

federal level due to the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act?  

Yes.  I have consistently supported not only marriage equality but laws in the District that 
provide the full complement of rights, privileges and responsibilities that accrue to 
heterosexual couples. I will vote for the funds that will be needed to realize this benefit. 

 

 



 

CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES  

12. Do you support the right of adults in the District to choose adult-oriented entertainment for 

themselves, and the right of appropriately licensed and zoned businesses to provide it, without 

excluding any ward?  

Yes.  I have two adult oriented entertainment businesses in Ward 4.  As long as they follow the 
law, they are a part of the economic development of the city and should be allowed.  Affected 
neighborhoods have a higher obligation to work with the businesses to reach a mutual 
agreement so that they can locate in the neighborhood. 

13. Will you support legislation to curb abuses involving endless series of baseless complaints to 

harass or extort bars and restaurants?  

Yes.  It is unfortunate that many times the complaints take away resources that are needed to 
fight crime and investigate more serious regulatory infractions.  These are legal businesses in 
commercially zoned areas that are a part of the economic development fabric of this city.  They 
provide a social outlet and pay taxes to the DC treasury.  Yes, they must be good neighborhoods 
- but that does not mean that they are beholden to a series of baseless complaints.   

14. What will you do to provide alternatives to incarceration for marginalized and at-risk 

populations like homeless youth and transgender people who resort to prostitution for survival?  

Homeless youth, especially LGBT youth and transgender people face a host of challenges.  For 
youth it is often because of homophobia in the home and school.  For the transgender 
community because of economics.  More often both groups, for a variety of reasons, find 
themselves in the criminal justice system.  This is not the place to resolve these challenges. I will 
advocate a pro-active position of the government that provides social service support. 

As previously stated, I support the expansion of Project Empowerment that will take 
commercial sex workers off the streets and into meaningful employment.  I also support Wanda 
Alston House, THE and SMYL that provide housing and or support for youth and transgender 
people. All these organizations and other community based organizations need increased 
funding to meet these needs which I will support.  I can also encourage more partnership 
building within the social services and among job readiness community organizations so that 
they can leverage their expertise to the benefit of both communities. 

Finally, I will commit to working with the government to look at how the city's excess property 
can be used by a community based organization for housing and support programs.   

 

 

 



 

Your record is part of your rating. Please list any actions that you have taken that may 

help illustrate your record on behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.  

Your answers should be typed on separate paper rather than on this form. You must sign 

your name on each answer sheet to indicate your personal commitment to your answers.  

Please return your signed questionnaire responses by Wednesday, February 15 to GLAA, 

P.O. Box 75265, Washington, D.C. 20013.  

In addition to sending your signed hard copy, please email a copy (in any major word 

processor or text format) for loading on GLAA’s website (www.glaa.org) to 

equal@glaa.org. Thank you.  

 


