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Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance of Washington, DC

2012 Questionnaire for D.C. Council Candidates

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
1. ln the event of congressional action leading to a ballot initiative in the District that would take

away the civil magiagL rights now enjoyed by same-sex couples, will you oppose the initiative

and will you publicly defend civil marriage equality?

The will of the residents of the District has been exercised through their elected
officiats. Therefore, I have no intent to repeal DG's marriage rights and would not
support an effort to do so. I do not endorse any form of encroachment on the civil
tiGrties of our citizens and legislative autonomy of our city.

PUBLIC HEALTH
2. Will you support legislation giving the directors of the Office of GLBT Affairs and the Office of

African Affairs the aui-hority to issue competitive grants as other minority constituent offices

have, that will be open to organizations serving the populations within the offices' purview?

yes. Other minority constituency agencies have such authority, so the Office of

LGBT Affairs deserves the same right.

3. Will you defend the District's hard-won and life-saving medical marijuana program against

attackjor further restrictions, whether from Congress, federal officials or D.C' officials?

yes. The residents of the District of Columbia overwhelmingly approved this
program over a decade ago, and their will should not be ignored. lwill defend the
determination reached by our residents.

4. Describe steps you will support to improve performance at the HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, and

TB AdministrationIHRHSTA),'including in HIV prevention, HIV/AIDS surveillance, and mental

health services.

First, we must ensure that HAHSTA conducts its business efficiently. Through

legislation, lwoutd seek to reform the way that HAHSTA handles its data. This will help

uJacquire a fuller picture of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Second, I would fight for a citywide

HIV testing campaign and a citywide condom distribution program. By doing this, we will

increase the public's awareness about HIV/AIDS and get more of our resldents tested.

We also need to make sure that we provide resources for those persons, encompassing

3o/o at the District's total population, who have HIV/AIDS. lwill also fight for more mental

health services related to HIV/AIDS contraction.
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUDICIARY
5. Will you press for increased oversight of the Metropolitan Police Department's gathering and
analysis of crime statistics to ensure greater comprehensiveness and objectivity, including
transgender-related hate crime data?

We should always push for greater comprehensiveness and objectivity from MPD
during the gathering and analysis of crime statistics. As representatives of the people,
we must do what we can to make sure we get the protection and service we deserve from
our police department.

lwill also callfor tougher enforcement of hate crimes legislation. As a
Gouncilmember, lwill work with the Attorney General and Police to pay special attention
to this issue. lt is not enough to simply have laws on the books. We need to make sure
that these crimes are investigated and punished so that we publicly convey our
dedlcatlon to the preventlon of such crlmes.

6. Will you support funding for MPD to hire or contract qualified trainers to provide LGBT-
inclusive cultural competency training including the handling of intimate partner violence?

Yes. Because Ward 7 has the highest incidence of domestic violence in the city, I

have had many conversations about the impact such crirnes have on our residents.
These crimes destroy the familial bonds of the victims and the perpetrators, which in
turn harms our etforts to improve society as a whole. MPD needs to know how to
approach people who have been victimized by intimate partner violence with sensltivity
to and knowledge of their mental state. This will help build strong relationships between
MPD and the residents of the District.

7. Will you oppose legislation to make permanent the so-called Prostitution-Free Zones (PFZs),
which facilitate antitransgender profiling, and will you vote to repealthe current PFZlaw?

Yes. PFZs are unconstitutional because they trample upon the Constitutionally-
mandated doctrine of probable cause, which prevents all Americans from being subject
to illegal arrest. Moreover, PFZs do not eliminate the presence of prostitution in our
neighborhoods, instead moving it into more secluded areas, probably increasing the
peril for those who engage in prostitution for a livlng. Therefore, I will vote to repeal the
current law.

HUMAN RIGHTS
8. Do you agree that the Director of the ffice of Human Rights should be required to have
professionaltraining and experience in civil rights law enforcement?

!would fight to ensure that the Director of the Office of Human Rights receives
professionaltraining and experience in the enforcement of civil rights laws along with
the rest of the Office, This will prepare the Office to help defend and advocate on behalf
of the wronged residents in the District. lt is crucial to ensure that people receive equal
protection under the law, and we must do so in order to crcate a more perfect culture.
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YOUTH AND SENIORS
9. Will you oppose both federal and local voucher programs that fund students in religious
schools that are beyond the protections of the D.C. Human Rights Act?

I want to make sure that all children, regardless of their background, have acoess
to a high-quality education of their parents' choice. Therefore, I support the extension of
al! educational options to our families in the District of Columbia.

10. Will you oppose the use of either federal or District taxpayer funds to promote "abstinence
only until marriage" sex education that undermines safer-sex programs by excluding more
comprehensive i nformation?

Yes, although abstinence should always be mentioned as a viable option for our
young people. With that being said, I thoroughly believe that comprehensive sex
education partnered with contraceptive distribution best prevents teen pregnancy and
the transmission of sexually transmitted dlseases.

11. Will you support legislation to ensure equal Medicaid spousal impoverishment protections
for same-sex partners, including providing localfunding to pay for benefits that are denied at the
federal level due to the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act?

Yes. The Districfs Medicaid long-term nursing home care program should not
deny full spousal impoverishment protection to spouses of same-sex nursing residents.
We need to prohibit District ltlledicaid from discriminating against satne-sex spouses,
because it a violation of basic human and legal rights.

CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES
12. Do you support the right of adults in the District to choose adult-oriented entertainment for
themselves, and the right of appropriately licensed and zoned businesses to provide it, without
excluding any ward?

Yes. Adults in the District should be able to choose adult-oriented entertainrnent
for themselves. Likewise, appropriately licensed and zoned businesses should be able
to provide such entertainment. However, it is always important to carcfully examine the
demographic makeup of the area surrounding such businesses. As a ward
representative, I would convene a fair process that takes into account a!! surrounding
information when deciding whether to support projects or initiatives.

13. Will you support legislation to curb abuses involving endless series of baseless complaints
to harass or extort bars and restaurants?

Because acts that constitute harassment and extortion are illegal, we must ensure
that those who commit these acts are punished. Honestly, I look fonlrard to hearing
more about such occurrenoes involving bars and restaurants so that I may fully
understand the matter.
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14. What will you do to provide altematives to incarceration for marginalized and at-risk
populations like homeless youth and transgender people who resort to prostitution for survival?

I know that high unemployment directly impacts every District resident.
Transgender citizens are unemployed at a rate ten times the national average. They arc
more likely to turn to prostitution in order to support themselves. As a result,
transgender people face great danger of personal harm and suffer from a high rate of
incarceration.

The best way to create employment opportunltles for our Transgender cltlzens ls
to create an economic environment that will increase job opportunities for all District
residents, while also promoting a culture of tolerance that shuns discrimination. That is
why I support the Project Empowerment pilot program that provided job training to
transgender people. These types of programs are needed to help them escape the
streets. As a legislator, lwillfight to make sure that the Department of Employment
Services (DOES) receives the funding it needs to expand these types of programs.

Your record is part of your rating. Please list any actions that you have taken that may
help illustrate your record on behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.
Your answers should be typed on separate paper rather than on this form. You must sign
your name on each answer sheet to indicate your personal commitment to your answers.
Please return your signed questionnaire responses by Wednesday, February 15 to GLAA,
P.O. Box 75265, Washington, D.G.20013.

ln addition to sending your signed hard copy, please email a copy (in any maior word
processor or text format) for loading on GLAA's website (www.glaa.org) to
equal@qlaa.orq. Thank you.
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RECORD ON BEHALF OF LGBT PERSONS

I have worked on many issues that are concern to the LGBT community,
particularly HIV/ AIDS prevention. Ward 7 has one the highest rates ol HIV/ AIDS
contraction in the city and to some extent the country. I have openly contested the
cutting of funds for HIV/AIDS prevention programs. I have also had nunprous
conversations with neighborhood activists win support of the Needle Exchange Program,
which has diminished the number of HIV/AIDS cases due to injection by 6T/" since 2005.
I look foruvard to working with your organization and others in the LGBT community
because ! believe that much of the concerns of the community are in fact human rights
that need to be protected and advanced.


