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From:	  <gleeaikin@aol.com>	  
Date:	  Fri,	  17	  Feb	  2012	  18:05:39	  -‐0500	  (EST)	  
To:	  Richard	  Rosendall	  
Subject:	  Re:	  GLAA	  candidate	  questionnaire	  links	  
	  
Dear Mr Rosendall:  Below you will find my answers to the GLBT candidate questionnaire.  In 
the last line I point out that even if I am not elected, I will still help where I can.  I would be happy 
to talk with you or meet you to discuss some ideas that might be helpful.  I will have to deliver 
the signed copies early next week as my printer has burned out and I am getting a new one this 
weekend.  
Sincerely, G. Lee Aikin. 
 
  
GLAA Questionnaire Answers, February 2012, by 
G. LEE AIKIN, candidate, Statehood Green Party, At Large for City Council 
Marriage & Family 
1.  
One) Yes – The main reason it might be possible to mount a strong ballot initiative against same 
sex marriage would be an unholy alliance between Congressional conservatives and DC 
churches. This would be a violation of the First Amendment separation of Church and State. I 
would oppose such an initiative and publicly defend the right of people to marry whomever they 
love. 
 
Public Health 
 
Two) Yes – If other minority constituent offices have the right to issue competitive grants, the 
Office of GLBT Affairs and the Office of African Affairs should have the same rights. If legislation 
is needed to achieve that, I would support it. 
 
Three) Yes – From what I have observed marijuana is far less harmful than alcohol, and it is 
very helpful in reducing physical and emotional pain while improving appetite in the seriously ill. 
 
Four) At this point I do not have much information on activities at HAHSTA. However, I would 
want to learn whatever the affected communities feel I need to know so I can discuss issues 
effectively with appropriate HAHSTA personnel. I would want to study the 2005 DC Appleseed 
Center report. My background in the biological sciences, 9 years as a union shop steward and 
grievance committee representative, 4 years on the Mayor's Commission for Food, Nutrition and 
Health, and 10 years working with people suffering with serious emotional problems has given 
me knowledge and skills to evaluate organizational competence and effectiveness, and 
determine steps that could be taken to effect improvements where needed. 
 
Public Safety & Judiciary 
 
Five) Yes – There seems to be a definite pattern of inadequate response to transgender and 
hate crimes, also numerous street crimes against gay people going home from clubs and 
restaurants. More oversight of MPD collection and use of statistics seems warranted. 
 
Six) Yes – MPD personnel definitely need to know more about LGBT culture and intimate 
partner violence. This is both a gay and straight problem and often very dangerous for MPD 
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personnel too. 
 
Seven) Yes – The whole issue of prostitution needs a major rework. Personally, I think it should 
be legalized and regulated as has been done successfully in some foreign countries. We should 
study and institute the best practices that they have learned. Honest transactions between 
consenting adults should be no one's business. Young people and other vulnerable populations 
engaging in survival sex need help with housing, education and employment. 
 
Human Rights 
 
Eight) Yes – I don't know how a top executive in an Office of Human Rights could work 
effectively without experience and training in civil rights law enforcement. 
0.  
Youth & Seniors 
 
Nine) Yes – There needs to be clear enforcement of the First Amendment's mandate for 
separation of Church and State. All government funds are equally subject to this separation and 
by extension to the DC Human Rights Act. The Armstrong Amendment must be overturned. I 
am surprised a Supreme Court case has not already made this happen. 
 
Ten) Yes – The data are no in. Abstinence only “lack of sex education” clearly leads to higher 
rates of unwanted pregnancy and STDs including HIV/AIDS. 
 
Eleven) Yes – Congress needs to keep its hands and prejudices off our use of funds to help 
impoverished same sex spouses, needle exchange programs, condom availability, and medical 
marijuana among others. DOMA does nothing to protect straight marriage as the behavior of 
several Presidential candidates has recently made clear. 
 
Consumers & Businesses 
 
Twelve) Yes – Adults should have the right to enjoy any entertainment that does not harm 
another. The city's actions in destroying the gay entertainment area near Nationals Stadium 
shows why we need to have a strict Eminent Domain law in DC, restoring the original 
Constitutional intent that Eminent Domain should be used for schools, hospitals, etc., and not to 
support private economic gain against the rights of existing property holders. 
 
Thirteen) Yes – I have personally experienced baseless claims or continued baseless claims 
long after I had corrected the original situation occurring with my business activity. One idea I 
came up with was to require the city agency to inform the complainer that if they filed this repeat 
complaint, they could be required to pay the inspection fee if the inspector found the problem no 
longer existed. The complainer could then choose to file or change their mind. 
 
Fourteen) Between youth who come from or run away from abusive homes and foster homes, 
or age out of the system, there is a serious problem of youth who lack legal survival and 
employment skills and have no one who cares about them. Early experience like this can also 
result in people becoming stuck in abusive, dependent adult relationships which must be 
escaped from. Other situations can result in engaging in survival sex to obtain food and lodging. 
While more funding is needed for transitional and supportive group housing, a less costly 
adjunct could be to set up a system of mentorships including private housing. One legislative 
idea I have had is to promote a “Good Samaritan”, hold harmless, law that would give legal 
protection to anyone providing use of land, building, or personal attention from baseless 
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lawsuits. 
 
 
Related Personal Actions and Experience 
 
I gained much personal experience in the early 1980's regarding the problems of living as a 
GLBT person. My husband was seldom around and my sons were mostly off with their friends, 
so I started going to the bars on P St. near my Dupont Circle home. I especially liked the piano 
bars at Friends and the Fireplace. As a fun but maternal figure a number of young gay people 
became my friends and long term acquaintances. They would tell me their troubles and ask for 
advise. I will outline some of their stories. They are mostly all dead, so I don't think I will be 
breaking confidences. 
 
A) Someone I met who was in his 30's He had suffered severe sexual abuse by his brother and 
was neglected by his alcoholic mother. He developed AIDS and gradually went blind. He called 
me one day in panic, “I can't see anything, it's all black.” He lived with an abusive lover who 
didn't believe he was blind and left obstacles for him to trip over, and even refused to let him get 
a guide dog. They both died a year or two later. 
 
B) A 17 year old, emancipated minor who fled the abusive foster home system. He lived with an 
older gay man who died of AIDS. We did some renovation work together, I taught him some 
some skills, and he developed his artistic talent and started a business. He succeeded in 
creating a good life for himself, but died in his 40s of Hepatitis C. 
 
C) An artistically and dramatically talented young man who was reasonably successful as a 
drag performer. He had been severely abused physically and emotionally by his alcoholic single 
mother. Subsequently he was raped by an HIV positive “friend”. He probably became HIV 
positive (he had practiced protected sex in the ordinary course), and ODed either accidentally or 
on purpose a year or two later. 
 
D) A man in his 30s who was into leather daddies who beat and bruised his butt so badly I told 
him he was in danger of dying from a lung embolism. He started coming to a self-help 
therapeutic group I had organized. In a major breakthrough he realized the origin of his behavior 
in his relationship with his distant father who passed off discipline of his son onto his 
overwhelmed wife. After this he no longer engaged in abusive sex, and had several 
relationships before he died of AIDS a few years later. 
  
 
     I could provide at least a half dozen other stories, but since you probably don't need a novel, 
will stop here. The point is, I have heard the tragic early histories and watched the successes 
and failures of a number of GLBT people over time and helped where I could. I will continue to 
do so whether elected or not. 
 
	  


